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One of
America’s
Best...Again!
Money Magazine Names
Aurora One of America’s
Best Small Cities... Again!!

T

he City of Lights has once
again been named one of the
best places in the country to
live by Money Magazine.
The August, 2008 edition of the
magazine lists Aurora as number 74
out of the 100 Best Places to Live.
Only five Illinois cities made the list
of best small cities: Naperville (3);
Bolingbrook (32); Wheaton (54);
Aurora (74), and Orland Park (92).
To find America’s best places to
live, Money Magazine considers data
on housing affordability, job growth,
education quality, public safety and
recreational opportunities, among
other things.
“For the second time in a row,
Aurora is getting the national
recognition it deserves,” said Mayor
Tom Weisner.

Money Magazine
rates small cities
(population 50,000
to 300,000) every
other year. Last
year, the magazine
looked at small
towns with
populations between 7,500 and
50,000. Aurora was ranked in the top
100 for the first time in 2006.
“Great things began happening
in Aurora a couple years ago, and
Money Magazine sat up and took
notice,” Weisner said. “Credit has to
go to our city council, whose
members work tirelessly to make this
a great place to live and work, as
well as to our employees, business
owners, community groups, schools
and especially citizens. People don’t
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Mayor Gives State of the City Address
at AEDC’s 2008 Annual Meeting Event

M

ayor Thomas J. Weisner,
city officials and dignitaries
joined representatives from
the Aurora Economic Development
Commission (AEDC) for its Annual
Meeting dinner held recently at Pipers
Banquets in Aurora
The highlight of this year’s
Annual Meeting involved Mayor
Weisner delivering the “State of the
City” address. More than 350 people
attended the annual meeting.
The AEDC utilized its annual
meeting to announce some of the
2007 development facts for the City
of Aurora, including:
The City of Aurora broke ground
for the new Aurora Police
headquarters and branch court
facility. The new $60 million multibuilding public safety campus is
located on a 25-acre site on Indian
Trail Road. It will include a police
headquarters, branch court, 911
emergency call center and a separate
training facility. The three-story
police headquarters and branch court
is scheduled to open late 2009. The
training and support center is
expected to open in late 2008.
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Aurora became the first city to
receive grant funding under
Governor Rod Blagojevich’s River
Edge Redevelopment program. The
$700,000 grant will help pay for
testing and cleanup of brownfield
sites along the Fox River in
downtown Aurora.
District Council 30 of the
International Union of Painters and
Allied Trades opened its new
headquarters, training center and
pension office. The 77,000-square-foot
building will serve union members in
29 northern Illinois counties and
three counties in Wisconsin.
Cermak Fresh Market opened
as the newest retail anchor in the
strip center at Indian Trail Road
and Route 31 (Lake Street).

The 91,000-square-foot grocery
store emphasizes fresh produce,
fresh meat deli and seafood
products, as well as a selection of
ethnic foods, including a variety of
European, Hispanic, Asian and
Indian products.
First Centennial Mortgage
Corporation broke ground for its
new 10,000 square foot state of the
art facility at Orchard Road Business
Park. The company is one of the
fastest growing independent
mortgage brokers in the Midwest.
Rush-Copley Medical Center
completed construction of an
expansion of its medical/surgical
unit. The $12 million project will
result in a 26-bed expansion of the
existing medical/surgical unit.

Mayor Weisner presented his State of the City address to 350 attendees at AEDC’s
Annual Meeting at Piper’s Banquets.
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Business Achievements
Mayor Weisner (third from left) is pleased to be part of
First Centennial Mortgage’s Ribbon Cutting Ceremony.
Joining him in the celebration are owners Dave (left)
and Steven (second from left) McCormick, 5th Ward
Alderman John “Whitey” Peters (third from right),
GACC’s CEO Joe Henning (second from right) and AEDC’s
executive director Sherman Jenkins (right). The new
branch is located at 2471 Sullivan Road.

Manager Kevin Alvalec (right) is delighted to accept
a plaque from Mayor Tom Weisner (left) at a recent
Ribbon-cutting ceremony for the new Sweet Tomatoes
located at 986 N. Route #59 in Aurora. Looking on are
AEDC executive director Sherman Jenkins (second from
left) and GACC CEO Joe Henning (second from right).

Manager Jason Rebellato
proudly displays the plaque
given to him by the Aurora
Economic Development
Commission to welcome
the new Starbucks located
at 2948 Kirk Road.

Buffalo Wild Wings general manager
Roy Hallbeck (left) gets an applause from
attendees at the Grand Opening of the
Buffalo Wild Wings located on Orchard
Road. Mayor Tom Weisner (right) was in
attendance to help celebrate.
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